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COMMUNITY GARDENS

WHY?

Abel's Offering, a program of Associated Churches, is dedicated to improving food
security in Northeast Indiana through community gardening. Creating space for
community gardens can be a blessing for several reasons. For the individual, they
create opportunities for recreation, exercise, spiritual growth, and personal development
that might not exist otherwise. For the areas they serve,
they are a catalyst for developing community by
stimulating social interaction, encouraging self-reliance,
beautifying neighborhoods, producing nutritious food,
reducing family food budgets, and conserving resources.
Additionally, gardeners contributing their “First Fruits”
directly to food pantries provide healthier options for the
malnourished.

GARDEN PARAMETERS:

This is a matching grant of up to $2000. You bring in-kind
resources of whatever you believe are assets and/or
possible funds and we will match that offering with grant
funds and technical support.

ELIGIBILITY:

(Allen County Residents) The grant is focused on churches, early childhood
development centers, and 501(c)3 organizations. However, equally important are those
would-be gardeners who come together from their neighborhood and want to do
something great to bring people together to Grow, Eat, and Share. Applicants must
apply as a group of stakeholders. Individual applicants will not be accepted.
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HOW TO APPLY:
Send one-page application by March 25", 2022 that includes:

Who - Tell us about your organization or group and the contact person for this project.
What - Describe the mission and/or vision for this garden.

Why - Are there specific issues in your neighborhood or community you are trying to
address?

Where - List the address (or neighborhood if the location is to be determined) with site
details.

List possible assets you can provide to be matched. Garden details- size, water source,
etc. This may help in the initial review but will be discussed in greater detail with
applicants that advance to the next step in the process.

SEND APPLICATION LETTER:
By mail to Associated Churches, Abel’s Offering, 602 E. Wayne St. Fort Wayne, IN

46802 or email to Jared@associatedchurches.org

The selection committee will notify advancing applicants by April 8", 2022 with a
meeting request to discuss their projects in more detail.

THE GRANT:
Matching funds will be awarded no later than May 16", 2022.
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